Gleanings

a monthly newsletter from The Gesneriad Society, Inc.

(articles and photos selected from chapter newsletters,
our journal Gesneriads, and original sources)

Volume 12, Number 1 January 2021

Beginning the twelfth year of Gleanings. This issue
includes photos of gesneriads blooming now and Jill
Fischer’s article on growing Columnea orientandina.

Hope you enjoy Gleanings!
Mel Grrice, Editor

Photo on the right is a young
plant of Sinningia speciosa
'Pedra Lisa' blooming for the
first time at my house. | love
the prominent white veins in
the leaves. The blooms are
attractive too!

Mel

Mel Grice photo
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Gesneriads Blooming Now

Ron Myhr photo

The whole window hasn't changed that much, the Sinningia speciosa 'Empress Mix'
is still doing well although starting to fade. (Top)

| brought up my Columnea 'Jude' stock plant, which is blooming nicely. Normally
branching and upright, it's trailing a bit, stooping with age. Still nice.

Behind it to the left is Jay Sespico's Sinningia 'Rock Loves Paul'.

Ron Myhr
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Sinningia cardinalis 'Innocent'
Paul Kroll photo
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Episcia 'Ruby Red Dress'
Gail Rankin photo
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Nautilocalyx glandulifer
Paul Kroll photo
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Primulina cordata
Ray Coyle photo

Microchirita mollisima
Ray Coyle photo
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| bought a packet of Dibley's Dragon
seed a couple of years ago and was
delighted with the variety of flowers that
were produced. | was expecting all plain
pink but the variety was amazing.

Beverley Donsworth (Australia)

Beverley Donsworth
photos
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These are two seedlings
grown from the seed fund
seeds — Streptocarpus
'lced Amethyst Showoff' x
S. 'Bristol’s Bluebird' and
Streptocarpus 'Dale’s Polar
Lava' x S. 'Tina Ballerina'.

Beverley Donsworth

Beverley Donsworth
photos
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Sinningia 'Solstice'
Mel Grice photo

Streptocarpus 'Bristol's Party Boy'
Mel Grice photo
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Columnea orientandina Jill Fischer

| became interested in
growing Columnea
orientandina ever since |
saw a beautiful specimen
exhibited by Olive Ma
Robinson at a Gesneriad
Society convention
several years ago. It was
loaded with beautiful,
large pink berries. Up
until recently, | have
struggled with growing a
nice specimen.

Columnea orientandina
is an upright growing
specimen coming from
Ecuador. The red color
on the leaf tips is more
prominent when viewed
from below. The small
yellow flowers are also
found on the underside of the leaves. | believe it is thought to be pollinated by
hummingbirds in the wild. They are drawn in by the red color on the leaf tips to help
pollinate the flowers.

Jill Fischer photo

This past year, my plant really "took off." | moved it to an upper level room growing
area, which is the warmest room in our house. In the past, I've gotten a few flowers
and an occasional berry, but this winter it was loaded with small, yellow flowers.
The flowers themselves are small and hidden, but the berries are spectacular. |
used a "veggie bee" knock-off to tickle the blossoms to try to entice berry formation.
| tented the plant with a loose fitting plastic bag to increase humidity. Also this
winter, | switched my two grow tubes to T8 tubes on for twelve hours per day.

As you can see in the photos, | have many berries coming along. | will contribute
the seeds to The Gesneriad Society seed fund once the berries are squished open
and the seeds allowed to dry. | should also have some plantlets of Columnea
orientandina to share at plant sales in the fall.
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Jill Fischer photos

This appeared originally in Gesneriad
Tips ’n Trivia, the Newsletter of the
Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad
Society, Vol. 47, No. 5, June 2020,
Karyn Cichocki, editor.
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From the editor —

Hope that winter is
being kind to you.
Please send photos of
your blooming plants!

If you have suggestions,
comments, or items for
possible inclusion in
future issues, please
feel free to contact me
at
melsgrice@gmail.com

Mel

Donations
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status for
donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriads.org. You may also send your
donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to:
Austin Grevious
4932 - 88th Avenue West, University Place, WA 98467 USA

For additional information, contact: <aagrevious@gmail.com>

Membership and Changes of Address
'The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA
Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary
<gesneriadsocietymembership@gmail.com> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The
Society is not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes.
Back issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications.
Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months prior
to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing labe
membership card received with each copy of Gesneriads.) Please remit your dues prior to the expiration
date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late
payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications.

Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc.
WELCcOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of Gesneriads — The
Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of gesneriad seeds
and a wealth of information about our chapters, flower shows, publications, research, programs and

seed fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues.

Consultants Alcie Maxwell
Judy Zinni
Vicki Ferguson
Dale Martens
Internet Julie Mavity-Hudson

Communications  Paul Susi

Newsletter Mel Grice

Editor 2019 Crosswind Ct.
Englewood, OH
45322 USA

melsgric mail.com

Permission to reprint from ¢leanings is
granted, provided that credit is given to
the author and the publication.

[l New Member Date
[] Renewal Membership #
Name

FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
Address

STREET

CITY STATE ZIPCODE COUNTRY
Email Telephone
Chapter Affiliation (ist only one)

Mailing in US Mailing in US Mailing outside US Maﬂin§ outside US
(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year years
[] Individual $25 $70 $30 $85
[] Household $26 $73 $31 $88
[] Journal Subscription
(oré]anizations, chapters, af%liates) $25 $70 $30 $85
[] Individual Life Mailing in USA $375 Mailing outside USA $450
. Electronic journal copy (no print copy) for Individual or Household Members

LliGeeen Qpeion $20 (one year), $55 (three years) anywhere in the world

I wish to make a tax-deductible contribution of

L] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund [ Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund

[] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund  [] Students and Speakers Convention Fund [ | Conservation Fund
[J InHonor [] Memory of.

Please make checks or money orders payable in US$ on a USA bank to: The Gesneriad Society
Or, charge my L1 VISA or [ MasterCard

Card # Exp. Date
Signature Amount

Mail to: 'The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA

For application online: www.gesneriads.org
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