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Welcome to the latest issue of Gleanings! This issue includes
photos from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society
and National Capital Area Gesneriad Society flower shows, and
Charlene Marietti tells us how she grew her award-winning
Nematanthus corticola for the convention flower show.
Hope you enjoy Gleanings!
Mel Grice, Editor

Vincent Woo from Toronto, Ontario,
Canada sent these photos of the
new genus, Chautemsia calcicola,
named for Swiss botanist, Dr. Alain
Chautems. Three plants grew from
seeds Vincent planted in June 2011.
"They are only about two inches tall
with white tubular flowers and a
yellow throat — absolutely
adorable." Vincent grows them in a
plastic bag to provide high humidity.
The coin is a Canadian "toonie" put
there to show scale.
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The Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society
2011 Flower Show photos
Best	
  in	
  Show	
  –	
  
Columnea	
  'Broget	
  
Stavanger'
	
  –	
  Jill	
  Fischer

Photos courtesy of
Karyn Cichocki

Runner-‐up	
  to	
  Best	
  in	
  Show	
  –	
  
Chirita	
  sinensis	
  'Hisako'	
  –	
  Gail	
  Gray

Kohleria	
  tubiﬂora	
  'Trinidad'	
  –	
  
Karyn	
  Cichocki
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Above	
  —	
  Best	
  ArEsEc	
  –	
  Natural	
  Garden	
  –	
  Jill	
  Fischer
Right	
  —	
  Best	
  Arrangement	
  –	
  Runner-‐up	
  to	
  Best	
  ArEsEc	
  –	
  
"Rhapsody	
  in	
  Blue"	
  –	
  Karyn	
  Cichocki
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More Frelinghuysen Arboretum
Gesneriad Society Flower Show photos
Best	
  EducaEon	
  –	
  "Care	
  of	
  Gesneriads"	
  
–	
  Mary	
  Lou	
  Robbins

Best	
  Photography	
  	
  —	
  Best	
  in	
  Arts	
  –	
  
Columnea	
  eburnea	
  –	
  Karyn	
  Cichocki

Photos courtesy of
Karyn Cichocki
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How I Grow Nematanthus corticola
Charlene Marietti <cwmarietti@comcast.net>

Medford, New Jersey, USA

The flowers seduced me. The plant itself wasn't exciting. It was little more than shiny green
leaves, but its pendulous orange flowers were unique and sensuous.
Still, I was hesitant to bid on the donated plant when it came up for auction at the Liberty
Bell Chapter's annual auction in October 2009. For one, I did not intend to buy even one plant.
Two days after the auction I was leaving on a two-week trip and would be unable to deal with
newcomer plants. And two, Nematanthus plants get big, and I felt as if I couldn't invest in
another large grower. But I did.
At home, I hung it at the top of a small, attached greenhouse that faces north and is shaded
by the house most of the day. The location allows it to get morning sun, cool night
temperatures, and higher humidity than the house. Maximum temperatures in the summer
reflect outside temperature, but rarely exceed 98°F (37°C) due to the shade and a humidifier.
In winter, temperatures range from 55°F (13°C) minimum to 67°F (19°C) maximum.
Over the next months, the plant grew and flowered, with little to commend it but the lure of
those beautiful flowers. By the following summer, the plant was sorely in need of repotting,
especially as it was still growing in the original pot with commercial potting mix. As an
epiphyte, this Nematanthus was slated for potting in a loose mix that could more nearly
replicate its native environment. I
have experimented with a variety of
substrates, including several
commercial orchid brands and lava
rock, but currently use a mix that
Maurice makes for his orchids that
consists of diatomaceous earth,
coconut husk chunks, perlite, and
charcoal. (See recipe below.)
Maurice's Orchid Mix
2 parts coconut husk cubes, small-cut
(1/2 inch), rinsed thoroughly several
times to remove any salt
1 part diatomaceous earth chunks,
medium-cut ("Aussie Gold" brand)
1 part perlite, large-size 1/4 part
charcoal, medium-size
After repotting and some pruning, all
other care elements remained the
same. The Nematanthus corticola
went back to the top outside corner of
the greenhouse and was watered about
twice a week with dilute Cal-Mag
www.gesneriadsociety.org! !
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fertilizer. The plant flourished. It set heavy
bud in late spring and started blooming
heavily in May. Although it seemed unrealistic
to expect it to still be in bloom for the July
show, it was.
Growing the plant was one thing. Getting it to
the show was another — and Maurice gets full
credit for it being there. The plant is difficult
to transport on two counts: One, its branches
snap like asparagus and, two is its long,
dangling flowers. Packing it with other entries
wasn't an option so Maurice devised an
apparatus to transport the plant separately.
Even with so much coddling, the truck's
motion and road bumps caused the long
pedicels to sway and the flowers to twist and
wrap themselves much like a braid. Thanks go
to Bill Price who wisely counseled singleminded focus and patience in untangling
them.

Untwisting the
long pedicels of
Nematanthus
corticola during
Entries

This article appeared originally in GESNERIADS Vol. 61, No. 4, Fourth Quarter 2011,
Jeanne Katzenstein, editor. Read other interesting articles like this about gesneriads by
becoming a member of The Gesneriad Society and receiving our quarterly 56-page journal.
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National Capital Area Gesneriad Society 2011
Flower Show photos

Sinningia 'Li'l Georgie' exhibited by
Kyoko Imai

Achimenes misera exhibited by Kyoko Imai

Photos courtesy of Kyoko Imai

Sinningia micans exhibited
by Jim Roberts
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xSmithicodonia 'Heartland's Joy' exhibited by
Nell Reese

Underwater arrangement — "South Pacific"
exhibited by Neale Stuart-Merriman

Photo by Kenneth Moore

Chirita collection exhibited by Jim Roberts — Clockwise from back left corner
— C. 'Aiko', C. 'Gotham', C. wentsaii, C. gemella, C. 'Nimbus'
Photo by Kenneth Moore
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Alsobia sp. "Chiapas" exhibited by
Johanna Zinn
Photo by Kenneth Moore

Streptocarpus (polyanthus ssp. polyanthus
x prolixus) exhibited by Al Pickrel

This is a hybrid between two South African
Streptocarpus species, S. polyanthus ssp.
polyanthus and S. prolixus. It was grown from
seed obtained from the Gesneriad Hybridizers
Association (JT 04-1101). Seed was sown on
July 12, 2005. According to The Gesneriad
Reference Web (http://gesneriads.ca), S.
prolixus is generally unifoliate, and grows well
on rock faces with high moisture levels.
Streptocarpus polyanthus grows on moist
well-drained locations such as rocky outcrops,
slopes, and soil banks, at relatively low
altitudes, and forms clusters of monocarpic
leaves. This hybrid forms a mass of blooms
about once a year, and seems to require cool
nights to bloom well. During periods
of drought, the leaf tips will die back
but will continue to grow from the
base, a growth habit inherited from
its parents.

Underwater arrangement —
"South Pacific", exhibited by
Barbara Stewart
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Donations
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status
for donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriadsociety.org. You may
also send your donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to:
Paul Susi, Development Chairperson
117-01 Park Lane South, Apt. C1A, Kew Gardens, NY 11418
For additional information, contact: <development@gesneriadsociety.org>.

Membership and Changes of Address

From the editor —
I had a great time visiting
with the newly formed
Northern Ohio Chapter in
Cleveland this month. I
am looking forward to
their first show.
Thanks to those who sent
me photos of some of the
fall shows!
Please continue sending
articles. If you have
suggestions, comments, or
items for possible inclusion
in future issues, please
feel free to contact me at
editor.gleanings@
gesneriadsociety.org.

The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA
Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary <membership
@gesneriadsociety.org> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The Society is not
responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes. Back
issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications.
Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months
prior to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing
label/membership card on the back cover of GESNERIADS.) Please remit your dues prior to the
expiration date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed
because of late payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications.

Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc.

WELCOME – membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of GESNERIADS –
The Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of
gesneriad seeds and a wealth of information about our Chapters, Flower Shows, Publications,
Research, Slide Programs and Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues.

■ New Member
■ Renewal

Date ___________________________________________________
Membership # ___________________________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
FAMILY NAME
STREET
CITY

STATE

Peter Shalit
Jeanne Katzenstein

Internet
Communications

Julie Mavity-Hudson
Paul Susi

Newsletter
Editor

Mel Grice
2019 Crosswind Ct.
Englewood, OH
45322 USA

editor.gleanings@
gesneriadsociety.org

Permission to reprint from Gleanings is
granted, provided that credit is given to
the author and the publication.

ZIP CODE

COUNTRY

Email ______________________________________________ Telephone ________________________
Mailing in US
1 year

Mailing in US
3 years

Mailing outside US
1 year

■ Individual

$25

$70

$30

$85

■ Joint

$26

$73

$31

$88

(Rates in US$)

Mailing in US $375/$390

Mailing outside US
3 years

Mailing outside US $450/$465

Electronic copy of the journal, no print copy:
$25 per year anywhere in the world

■ Green Option

Consultants

MIDDLE INITIAL

_____________________________________________________________________________________

■ Life/Joint Life

Mel

GIVEN NAME

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

I wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution of $ __________________

■ Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund ■ Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund
■ Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund ■ Gesneriad Research Center Fund
■ Students and Speakers Convention Fund
■ In Honor ■ Memory of _____________________________________________________________
Please make checks or money orders payable in US$ on a US bank to: The Gesneriad Society
Or, charge my ■ VISA, or ■ MasterCard
Card # __________________________________________________________Exp. Date _____________
Signature _________________________________________________________Amount _____________
Mail to: The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA

For application online: www.gesneriadsociety.org

Second Quarter 2011
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