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  Gleanings 
a monthly newsletter from The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 

(articles and photos selected from chapter newsletters, 
 our journal Gesneriads, and original sources) 

    Volume 12, Number 5                   May 2021 

This issue includes Terri Vicenzi’s photos of gesneriads 
blooming now and information about The Gesneriad 
Society’s Virtual Flower Show and Convention. 

Hope you enjoy Gleanings!        
Mel Grice, Editor
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Terri Vicenzi  photo

Terri Vicenzi from Indiana, 
USA, sent this photo of 
Streptocarpus 'Jasmin', a 
hybrid created by Piotr 
Kleszczynski (Poland). 
See more photos from 
Terri on the following 
pages.
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Gesneriads Blooming Now 

Terri Vicenzi photos

Streptocarpus 'DEM-The Hedgehog'Streptocarpus 'Bristol’s Plastic Fantastic'
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Terri Vicenzi will be one of the 
Virtual Convention speakers.  
See pages 8 and 9 for 
information about some of the 
other speakers.
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Streptocarpus 'Ohio’s Bounty'

Terri Vicenzi photos
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Gesneriads at Home around the World
Virtual Convention and Flower Show 2021

June 29 to July 3, 2021
Registration is Free and open to Everyone

Registrants will receive links to all presentations after the convention ends
All times EDT (UTC -4)

Tuesday, June 29th
12 pm – Introductory Program 1: Gesneriads – Plants for Beginners, with Ron Myhr
3 pm – Official Opening with Mel Grice, President, followed by Streptocarpus with 
Terri Vicenzi 
7:30 pm – Conservation Committee, with Stephen Maciejewski and Jeremy Keene
Wednesday, June 30th
12 pm – Introductory Program 2: Gesneriads – Here, There and Everywhere, with 
Dale Martens
5 pm – Growing Gesneriads in Australia, with Ruth Coulson
7:30 pm – The Gesneriad Hybridizers Association meeting, hosted by Dale Martens
Thursday, July 1
12 pm – Introductory Program 3: Gesneriads – Getting Information, Plants and 
Support, with Mel Grice
3 pm – Annual Meeting of the Gesneriad Society, with Mel Grice, including the 
Awards of Appreciation
7:30 pm – Gesneriads of South-east Asia, with David Middleton
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Friday, July 2
10 am – Student Presentations
12:00 pm – The Virtual Flower Show Opens!
3 pm – Gesneriads of Southern Brazil, with Nathan Gazineu
7:30 pm – Gesneriads of China, with Fang Wen
Saturday, July 3
12 pm – Hybridizing Beautiful Achimenes and other Genera, with Serge Saliba, 
followed by the Convention Close with Mel Grice, President

REGISTER NOW!
[https://gesneriadsociety.org/2021-virtual-convention-information/]
-----------------------------------------------------
Virtual Flower Show entries are being accepted through May 31. You must be a 
member of The Gesneriad Society to enter the show. Classes have been added this 
year for gesneriads grown outdoors and for artistic and arts presentation. The 
complete show schedule and rules follow. 

Schedule for 2021 Gesneriad Society Virtual Flower Show

Section A - Gesneriads in Flower Class 01 - New World tuberous species 
Class 02 – New World tuberous hybrids 
Class 03 – New World rhizomatous species 
Class 04 – New World rhizomatous hybrids 
Class 05 – New World fibrous species 
Class 06 – New World fibrous hybrids 
Class 07 – Old World species, excluding Saintpaulia  
Class 08 – Old World Species, Subg. Streptocarpella, Sect. Saintpaulia species   
Class 09 – Old World hybrids, excluding Saintpaulia  
Class 10 – Old World hybrids, Saintpaulia hybrids

Section B - Gesneriads grown for Ornamental Value Other Than Flowers (fruit 
and calyces are permitted, but no flowers or buds showing color; a plant should have 
some special quality of color, texture or growth habit to be entered in this section) 
Class 11 - New World Gesneriads 
Class 12 – Old World Gesneriads

Section C – Seldom Seen Gesneriads (information must be supplied by grower) 
Class 13 - Species in flower 
Class 14 – Species not in flower 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Class 15 – Hybrids in flower 
Class 16 – Hybrids not in flower

Section D – Gesneriads Outdoors  
Class 17 – Gesneriad(s) grown in a garden  
Class 18 – Gesneriad(s) grown in an outdoor planter  
Class 19 – Gesneriad(s) growing in situ (native habitat) – information explaining 
where picture was taken must be included. 
 
Section E – Artistic  
Class 20 – Plantings of Growing Gesneriad Material (terrarium, tray landscape, 
natural garden) 
Class 21 – Arrangements of Fresh-Cut and/or Dried or Treated Gesneriad Material 
(title optional, underwater arrangement can be entered in this class) 
Class 22 – Arrangements of Growing Gesneriad Material (title optional) 
 
Section F – Arts 
Class 23 – Parts of a Gesneriad (close-up photos of flowers, fruit, foliage, etc.)   
Class 24 – Arts and Crafts Representing Gesneriads – information explaining the 
medium chosen, techniques and/or processes used in the creation of the entry must 
be provided. 

The Gesneriad Society 2021 Virtual Flower Show Rules 

1. Only members of The Gesneriad Society are eligible to submit photos.  

2. Each exhibitor may submit up to five photos; only one photo per email.  

3. Large file sizes are preferred, with a minimum file size of 100kb.  

4. Photos may be taken from any angle and must be in focus; while photo quality is not 
explicitly to be evaluated, bear in mind that good presentation of the subject will 
impress viewers.  

5. When choosing classes for entries, exhibitors should keep in mind that New World 
gesneriads are those that originate in North/Central/South America and the 
Caribbean; Old World gesneriads are those that originate in Europe, Africa, Asia, and 
Australasia (Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, New Guinea, and other Pacific 
islands).  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6. Photos submitted for Classes 01 through 23 must have been taken between June 1, 
2020 and May 31, 2021.  

7. Photos submitted for Classes 01 through 22 must be color; photos submitted for 
Class 23 may be color or monochrome. Photos must not have been exhibited in the 
2020 Virtual Flower Show.  

8. Photos submitted for Classes 01 through 16 must be of plants grown by the exhibitor 
for at least three months when photographed.  

9. Photos for Classes 01 through 16 must show a single container consisting of one or 
more plants of the same species or hybrid with as much of the plant included as 
possible and exhibiting the characteristics of the plant.  

10. Photos submitted for Classes 17, 18 and 19 may include more than one gesneriad. If 
there are several gesneriads in the photo, the subject line of the email must indicate 
the name of one plant in the photo (see rule #13). However, each gesneriad in the 
photo must be listed in the email and identified as to its location in the photo.  

11. Close-ups of parts of a plant are only eligible for Class 23.  

12. Photos submitted for Class 24 must be of arts and crafts that have never been 
entered by the exhibitor in any Gesneriad Society Convention Flower Show and must 
have been taken between January 1, 2020 and May 31, 2021.  

13. The subject line of each email must include the class number, plant name (one 
gesneriad plant name for classes 17, 18 and 19 if several gesneriads are in the 
photo), and the name of the exhibitor.  
Example: “Class 01 – Sinningia hirsuta – your name.” 
If someone else took the photo, that person’s name should be put after the 
exhibitor’s name:  
Example: “Class 01 – Sinningia hirsuta – your name, the photographer’s name.”  

14. Classification and nomenclature issues will be settled by the classification team, 
whose decisions are final.  

15. Photos may be submitted beginning on May 1, 2021. The deadline for submission of 
photos is May 31, 2021. Submit photos, one per email, to: 
gesneriadawards@gmail.com.  

16. By submitting photos to The Gesneriad Society website, the photographer agrees that 
submitted photos may be reproduced in all Gesneriad Society publications, including 
the journal Gesneriads, newsletters and social media, with attribution given to the 
photographer. Use by the public is not permitted, unless permission is requested from 
and is expressly given by the photographer. The enforcement of any violations of the 
photographer’s copyright will be the responsibility of the photographer.  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Some Virtual Convention Speakers 
See https://gesneriadsociety.org/2021-virtual-convention-information/  for 
the complete list of speakers
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Serge Saliba is a Romanian hybridizer whose particular 
interest is in the rhizomatous gesneriads, especially 
Achimenes and ×Achimenantha. He has made use of 
some of the most advanced hybridizing techniques to 
produce the spectacularly beautiful hybrids that have 
been distributed around the world. 

He has also begun working to create miniatures in 
Sinningia and Kohleria, with stunning success. While not 
yet widely distributed, these plants have the potential to 
upend the world of gesneriad hybrids
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Consultants              Alcie Maxwell 
                Judy Zinni 
                Vicki Ferguson 
                Dale Martens 

Internet                 Julie Mavity-Hudson 
Communications      Paul Susi 

Newsletter                Mel Grice 
Editor                        2019 Crosswind Ct. 
                                 Englewood, OH 
                 45322  USA           
m e l s g r i c e @ g m a i l . c o m  

Permission to reprint from Gleanings is 
granted, provided that credit is given to 
the author and the publication.  

From the editor — 
Hope that you are all 
taking photos of your 
plants for the Virtual 
Flower Show! 

If you have suggestions, 
comments, or items for 
possible inclusion in 
future issues, please 
feel free to contact me 
at 
melsgrice@gmail.com 

Mel
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